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Abstract

Given the role of smart tourism development in ensuring the sustainability of destinations and
improving tourist experiences, as well as the importance of changing policymakers’ perspec-
tives on tourism development and its infrastructure, it is essential to examine the position
of sustainable tourism development alongside smart technologies and its significance for the
economic growth of tourism destinations. Therefore, this study aimed to design an economet-
ric model to investigate the impact of sustainable smart tourism development on economic
growth and to estimate it for selected destinations. To facilitate a comparison of these desti-
nations, two categories of tourism destinations in East and West Asia were selected. Accord-
ing to the results, sustainable smart tourism development led to improved economic growth
in the studied destinations, and an increase in the variables driving the enhancement of the
tourism industry’s added value also contributed to economic growth in these destinations. In
this estimation, the effect of increased environmental pollution indices showed a reduction in
economic growth. Additionally, the Dummy variable introduced to compare the two categories
of selected tourism destinations was found to be significant, indicating that the leadership of
East Asian countries in planning for sustainable smart tourism development has positively
influenced their models and economic growth.
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